INTRODUCTION
God wipes out/' says Bossuet, " he is getting ready to write/'    " Quand Dieu efface c'est qu'il se prepare d ecrire."
During the last ten years the Eternal would seem to have been preparing what one of his vicegerents, the German Chancellor, recently called " the policy of the clean slate/' Not even Bossuet would venture to divine the sense of the still-hidden writing on the wall. Modern Europe is working out its destiny in blind obedience to the will of its two demiurgic creators, Napoleon and Bismarck. But neither the one nor the other saw ten years ahead. When Napoleon, at Tilsitt, in conversation with the Tsar Alexander and the King of Prussia, said to the latter, on his complaining of the humiliating conditions of peace imposed by the great Emperor, " It is part of my system to weaken Prussia; I mean that she shall no longer be a power in the political balance of Europe," x he magnificently formulated a policy which might have become the principle of action of successive French statesmen; but he could not guess that within seven years Stein and Hardenberg, Fichte, Schiller and Schleiermacher would have inflamed the soul of a regenerated Prussia, and that that Prussia would be at the
1 " II est dans mon systeme d'affaiblir la Prusse ; je veux qu'elle ne soit plus une puissance dans la balance politique de TEurope." Quoted from the " Report of the Princess Louise on the interview of Tilsitt," addressed to her husband when he was on a mission to Vienna. See Quarante-Cinq Anntes de Ma Vie : 1770-1815, by Princess Radziwill.
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